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On the corner of Lena & Charles St.
(Top and left) Log Hill Fire Department was called out at 2:08 p.m.
on July 20 to a report of a lightning strike between Snowbush
and McLaran lanes. (Top, right)
The fire burned about two acres
of sage and grass. Twelve firefighters were on scene for about
three hours.
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CITY OF OURAY

Sludge removal complete
by Sheridan Block
sheridan@ouraynews.com
Citizens and visitors have more than
likely caught a whiff of the foul stench at
the north end of town near the city’s
waste water treatment plant. Some residents, like Laszlo Kubinyi, have complained of the odors that have lingered
with the dredging project at the facility
over the last six weeks.
“We’re living with hell,” Kubinyi told
city council on Monday night, adding
that there have been several instances
when he had to wake up in the middle of
the night to close the windows because of
the smell.
Along with his neighbors, Kubinyi
wanted to know what’s going on with the
project and when the odors would end.
Fortunately, Public Works Director
Dennis Erickson was pleased to
announce that the sludge removal project
at the facility ended last weekend. Even
though the project lasted longer than
expected (a total of eight weeks due to
some equipment failure), Liquid Waste
Management was able to remove an estimated 300 dried tons of sludge from the
lagoons. However, citizens should note
that smells may remain for up to six
weeks as the deposits stabilize, Erickson
said.
In the meantime, he added, the public
works crew will be injecting new
microorganisms for two weeks to bring
the system back to normal and will also
install more aerators as part of the plan
to get the facility running properly and
efficiently.
“I’m sorry it’s been a problem,” said
Mayor Pam Larson. “This is something
we should be doing every three to five

years, but it hasn’t been done for over 25
years.”
In other business Monday, council:
- approved adoption of the city’s
strategic plan, which identifies the vision
and goals of city council for the upcoming years. The plan was initially developed by council earlier this year and has
undergone revisions over the last few
months. The goals include: developing
and maintaining the city’s amenities and
natural resources for economic and community development; demonstrating government performance through efficient,
effective and innovative city operations;
fostering civic engagement; and, promoting fiscal stability and sustainability.
- denied a request from Bob and
Karen Risch to purchase 580 square feet
of city property behind their 9th Avenue
home. Council member Glenn Boyd reiterated his position that the city is “land
poor” and could potentially use the small
piece of property in the future. Larson
was also uncomfortable with the idea of
selling city land. Council member
Richard Kersen added that with the plans
to revitalize the pool and Fellin Park
area, the property could be used for additional parking. Risch told council he had
no interest in a permanent encroachment
arrangement, as he saw no benefit to it.
“That doesn’t work in this situation,” he
said. He noted that he was disappointed
with the council’s decision.
- discussed approaches to filling the
Community Development Coordinator
position as current staffer Ann
Morgenthaler leaves her role with the
city this week. Council met on
Wednesday afternoon to discuss a temporary contract with Mark Garcia until the
position is filled. See story on page 18.

